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Varicap (a.k.a. varactor) diodes exhibit a variable capacitance when they are reverse biased
with a variable voltage. Unfortunately specific varicap diode part numbers are often very hard to
obtain and seem to go obsolete much more quickly than other types of semiconductor. Hence if
you are attempting to build a project more than a few years old you might find it hard to get the
specified varicap. However, in fact all diodes have the variable capacitance in reverse bias. On
this page are the results from various experiments with ordinary diodes used as varicaps.
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LED's as varicaps.
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varicap/varicaporig.html
http://www.users.on.net/%7Edavroz/vk6di/
http://www.aade.com/lcmeter.htm
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myviesiigating the variable capacitance of three slightly less

These excel spreadsheets contain all the data and charts used in these pages.

CLICK HERE for original 1994 measurements

CLICK HERE LED and rectifier Diode measurements from 2007

CLICK HERE for Fwd Bias measurements

CLICK HERE for Dave G7UVW measurements
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